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Paperson informationstructureoftenmakeuseof question-answerpairslike
(1) and(2) to illustratethesententialpartitionbetweenrheme(focus,new info) and
ground(theme,presupposition,old info, topic):

(1) a. Who likesbeer?

b. [R JOHN] [G likesbeer.]

(2) a. WhatdoesJohnlike?

b. [G Johnlikes][R BEER.]

The ideais that thequestionis theexponentof someunderspecifieddescrip-
tion in a context or informationstate.In (1a),for instance,aninstantiationfor the
experiencerparameteris needed.Therhemein (1b) is thestructuralelementthat
”answersthequestion”in thesensethatit expressesavaluefor this uninstantiated
parameter, while thegroundsimplyexpressesthepiecesof meaningin thisdescrip-
tion thatarealreadyavailablefrom context. Let uscall thepiecesof meaningthat
make a contribution to context the”update(potential)”andthepiecesof meaning
thatarealreadyavailablein context the”base”.

Thefactis oftenneglectedthat(1b)and(2b)arenotdiscourse-naturalanswers
to (1a) and(2a). In fact, themostnaturalanswersto (1-2a)arethosein (3) (and
alsothosein (4), seebelow):

(3) a. JOHN.(answerto (1a))

b. BEER.(answerto (2a))

(4) a. JOHNdoes.(answerto (1a))

b. He likesBEER(answerto (2a))

A full accountof informationpackagingshouldtake this dialogicalevidence
into account. The differencebetween(1-2b) and (3) on the other is clearly not
in their updatepotential. Still, we needto accountfor the fact that (3) is a more
naturalanswerto (1-2a)than(1-2b).
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The proposaldefendedhereis that the differencebetween(1-2b) and (3) is
in the natureof the base,namely, in the accessibilitystatusof the base. In (1-
2) the immediate,explicit questionsmake thebasefully accessibleat the time of
utterance,so a groundis not needed. This follows from a view of groundsas
context-anchoringelements.Thegroundis thestructuralexpressionof a base,but
suchexpressionis only neededwhentheanchoringof theupdateto agivenbaseis
not self-evidentat thetime of utterance.In question-answerexchanges,wherethe
baseis fully accessiblefrom context, groundsaresuperfluous;this is why rheme-
only fragmentutterances,which expressonly theupdate,aresocommonasdirect
answersto questions.Of course,thegroundmayberedundantlyusedasananchor
in contextswhereit is notneeded,but thisoftengivesriseto secondaryinterpretive
effects,sometimestriggeredby theviolationof Griceanmaxims.

Whatweneedisatheorythatallowsusto establishsomenotionof accessibility
for propositionaldescriptionsin context, akinto thenotionof accessibilityassumed
in accountsof anaphoraresolution.Groundsareunnecessary/disfavored whenthe
baseis within somelocalattentionaldomain:thelink betweentheupdatepotential
expressedasrhemeandthe basein the context proceedsas the resultof certain
default dynamicsof dialogue.However, groundsbecomenecessarywhenthebase
of agivenupdateis outsidethis local attentionaldomain:theunificationof update
andbasecannottakeplacewithouttheexplicit anchoringeffectedby theground.In
asense,then,rheme-onlyfragmentsareto rheme-groundsentenceswhatpronouns
areto full definitedescriptionsin a theoryof referentialaccessibility.

Theanswersentencesin (4) above behave morelike sentencefragmentsthan
full answerswith respectto informationpackaging(their dialogic distribution is
closerto (3) than(1-2b)).Clearly, theexamplesin (4) arenot syntacticfragments,
but their behavior is accountedfor if they aretreatedasinformationalfragments;
in otherwords,theanswersin (4) do not have a ground. The weakpronounand
the verbalelementsthat appearin (4) are thereexclusively for morphosyntactic
reasonsanddo not carry out theanchoringfunction thatgroundscarry out. This
leadsusto proposetoo that(5b) is asmuchof aninformationalfragmentas(6b) is
(although(5b) is obviously notasyntacticfragment):

(5) a. How doeshefeelaboutBill?

b. He LOVEShim.

(6) a. Who doesJohnlove?

b. BILL.

Both (5b) and(6b) areanswersthatdo not needa groundto make theconnection
explicit betweentheirupdatepotentialandthepertinentbasein context.
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